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High Precision Event Timer (HPET)

6 High Precision Event Timer 
(HPET)

6.1 References

6.2 Overview
This function provides a set of timers that can be used by the operating system. The 
timers are defined such that the operating system may assign specific timers to be 
used directly by specific applications. Each timer can be configured to cause a separate 
interrupt. 

The PCH provides eight timers. The timers are implemented as a single counter, and 
each timer has its own comparator and value register. The counter increases 
monotonically. Each individual timer can generate an interrupt when the value in its 
value register matches the value in the main counter.

TImer 0 supports periodic interrupts.

The registers associated with these timers are mapped to a range in memory space 
(much like the I/O APIC). However, it is not implemented as a standard PCI function. 
The BIOS reports to the operating system the location of the register space using ACPI. 
The hardware can support an assignable decode space; however, BIOS sets this space 
prior to handing it over to the operating system. It is not expected that the operating 
system will move the location of these timers once it is set by BIOS.

6.2.1 Timer Accuracy
The timers are accurate over any 1-ms period to within 0.05% of the time specified in 
the timer resolution fields.

Within any 100-microsecond period, the timer reports a time that is up to two ticks too 
early or too late. Each tick is less than or equal to 100 ns; thus, this represents an error 
of less than 0.2%.

The timer is monotonic. It does not return the same value on two consecutive reads 
(unless the counter has rolled over and reached the same value).

The main counter uses the PCH’s 24-MHz crystal as its clock. The accuracy of the main 
counter is as accurate as the crystal that is used in the system.

Specification Location

IA-PC HPET (High Precision Event Timers) 
Specification, Revision 1.0a

http://www.intel.com/content/www/us/en/software-
developers/software-developers-hpet-spec-1-0a.html
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6.2.2 Timer Off-load
The PCH supports a timer off-load feature that allows the HPET timers to remain 
operational during very low power S0 operational modes when the 24-MHz clock is 
disabled. The clock source during this off-load is the Real Time Clock’s 32.768-KHz 
clock. This clock is calibrated against the 24-MHz clock during boot time to an accuracy 
that ensures the error introduced by this off-load is less than 10 ppb (.000001%).

When the 24-MHz clock is active, the 64-bit counter will increment by one each cycle of 
the 24-MHz clock when enabled. When the 24-MHz clock is disabled, the timer is 
maintained using the RTC clock. The long-term (> 1 msec) frequency drift allowed by 
the HPET specification is 500 ppm. The off-load mechanism ensures that it contributes 
< 1ppm to this, which will allow this specification to be easily met given the clock 
crystal accuracies required for other reasons.

Timer off-load is prevented when there are HPET comparators active. 

The HPET timer in the PCH runs typically on the 24-MHz crystal clock and is off-loaded 
to the 32-KHz clock once the processor enters C10. This is the state where there are no 
C10 wake events pending and when the off-load calibrator is not running. HPET timer 
re-uses this 28-bit calibration value calculated by PMC when counting on the 32-KHz 
clock. During C10 entry, PMC sends an indication to HPET to off-load and keeps the 
indication active as long as the processor is in C10 on the 32-KHz clock. The HPET 
counter will be off-loaded to the 32-KHz clock domain to allow the 24-MHz clock to shut 
down when it has no active comparators.

6.2.3 Off-loadable Timer
The Off-loadable Timer Block consists of a 64b fast clock counter and an 82b slow clock 
counter. During fast clock mode the counter increments by one on every rising edge of 
the fast clock. During slow clock mode, the 82-bit slow clock counter will increment by 
the value provided by the Off-load Calibrator.

The Off-loadable Timer will accept an input to tell it when to switch to the slow RTC 
clock mode and provide an indication of when it is using the slow clock mode. The 
switch will only take place on the slow clock rising edge, so for the 32-KHz RTC clock 
the maximum delay is around 30 microseconds to switch to or from slow clock mode. 
Both of these flags will be in the fast clock domain.

When transitioning from fast clock to slow clock, the fast clock value will be loaded into 
the upper 64b of the 82b counter, with the 18 LSBs set to zero. The actual transition 
through happens in two stages to avoid metastability. There is a fast clock sampling of 
the slow clock through a double flop synchronizer. Following a request to transition to 
the slow clock, the edge of the slow clock is detected and this causes the fast clock 
value to park. At this point the fast clock can be gated. On the next rising edge of the 
slow clock, the parked fast clock value (in the upper 64b of an 82b value) is added to 
the value from the Off-load Calibrator. On subsequent edges while in slow clock mode 
the slow clock counter increments its count by the value from the Off-load Calibrator.

When transitioning from slow clock to fast clock, the fast clock waits until it samples a 
rising edge of the slow clock through its synchronizer and then loads the upper 64b of 
the slow clock value as the fast count value. It then de-asserts the indication that slow 
clock mode is active. The 32-KHz clock counter no longer counts. The 64-bit MSB will 
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be over-written when the 32-KHz counter is reloaded once conditions are met to enable 
the 32-KHz HPET counter but the 18-bit LSB is retained and it is not cleared out during 
the next reload cycle to avoid losing the fractional part of the counter.

After initiating a transition from fast clock to slow clock and parking the fast counter 
value, the fast counter no longer tracks. This means if a transition back to fast clock is 
requested before the entry into off-load slow clock mode completes, the Off-loadable 
Timer must wait until the next slow clock edge to restart. This case effectively performs 
the fast clock to slow clock and back to fast clock on the same slow clock edge.

6.2.4 Interrupt Mapping
The interrupts associated with the various timers have several interrupt mapping 
options. When reprogramming the HPET interrupt routing scheme (LEG_RT_CNF bit in 
the General Configuration Register), a spurious interrupt may occur. This is because the 
other source of the interrupt (8254 timer) may be asserted. Software should mask 
interrupts prior to clearing the LEG_RT_CNF bit.

6.2.4.1 Mapping Option #1 (Legacy Replacement Option)

In this case, the Legacy Replacement Rout bit (LEG_RT_CNF) is set. This forces the 
mapping found in Table 6-1. 

6.2.4.2 Mapping Option #2 (Standard Option)

In this case, the Legacy Replacement Rout bit (LEG_RT_CNF) is 0. Each timer has its 
own routing control. The interrupts can be routed to various interrupts in the 8259 or  
I/O APIC. A capabilities field indicates which interrupts are valid options for routing. If a 
timer is set for edge-triggered mode, the timers should not be shared with any legacy 
interrupts.

For the PCH, the only supported interrupt values are as follows:

Timer 0 and 1: IRQ20, 21, 22, and 23 (I/O APIC only).

Timer 2: IRQ11 (8259 or I/O APIC) and IRQ20, 21, 22, and 23 (I/O APIC only).

Timer 3: IRQ12 (8259 or I/O APIC) and IRQ 20, 21, 22, and 23 (I/O APIC only).

Note: Interrupts from Timer 4, 5, 6, 7 can only be delivered using processor message 
interrupts.

Table 6-1. Legacy Replacement Routing

Timer 8259 Mapping APIC Mapping Comment

0 IRQ0 IRQ2 In this case, the 8254 timer will not 
cause any interrupts

1 IRQ8 IRQ8 In this case, the RTC will not cause any 
interrupts.

2 and 3 Per IRQ Routing 
Field. Per IRQ Routing Field

4, 5, 6, 7 not available not available

Note: The Legacy Option does not preclude delivery of IRQ0/IRQ8 using processor interrupts messages.
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6.2.4.3 Mapping Option #3 (Processor Message Option)

In this case, the interrupts are mapped directly to processor messages without going to 
the 8259 or I/O (x) APIC. To use this mode, the interrupt must be configured to edge-
triggered mode. The Tn_PROCMSG_EN_CNF bit must be set to enable this mode.

When the interrupt is delivered to the processor, the message is delivered to the 
address indicated in the Tn_PROCMSG_INT_ADDR field. The data value for the write 
cycle is specified in the Tn_PROCMSG_INT_VAL field.

Note: The processor message interrupt delivery option has HIGHER priority and is mutually 
exclusive to the standard interrupt delivery option. Thus, if the Tn_PROCMSG_EN_CNF 
bit is set, the interrupts will be delivered directly to the processor, rather than by 
means of the APIC or 8259.

The processor message interrupt delivery can be used even when the legacy mapping 
is used.

6.2.5 Periodic Versus Non-Periodic Modes

6.2.5.1 Non-Periodic Mode

Timer 0 is configurable to 32- (default) or 64-bit mode, whereas Timers 1:7 only 
support 32-bit mode. 

Warning: Software must be careful when programming the comparator registers. If the value 
written to the register is not sufficiently far in the future, then the counter may pass 
the value before it reaches the register and the interrupt will be missed. The BIOS 
should pass a data structure to the operating system to indicate that the operating 
system should not attempt to program the periodic timer to a rate faster than 
5 microseconds.

All of the timers support non-periodic mode.

Refer to Section 2.3.9.2.1 of the IA-PC HPET Specification for more details of this 
mode.

6.2.5.2 Periodic Mode

Timer 0 is the only timer that supports periodic mode. Refer to Section 2.3.9.2.2 of the 
IA-PC HPET Specification for more details of this mode.

If the software resets the main counter, the value in the comparator’s value register 
needs to reset as well. This can be done by setting the TIMERn_VAL_SET_CNF bit. 
Again, to avoid race conditions, this should be done with the main counter halted. The 
following usage model is expected:

1. Software clears the ENABLE_CNF bit to prevent any interrupts.
2. Software Clears the main counter by writing a value of 00h to it.
3. Software sets the TIMER0_VAL_SET_CNF bit.
4. Software writes the new value in the TIMER0_COMPARATOR_VAL register.
5. Software sets the ENABLE_CNF bit to enable interrupts.
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The Timer 0 Comparator Value register cannot be programmed reliably by a single 
64-bit write in a 32-bit environment, except if only the periodic rate is being changed 
during run-time. If the actual Timer 0 Comparator Value needs to be reinitialized, then 
the following software solution will always work, regardless of the environment: 

1. Set TIMER0_VAL_SET_CNF bit.
2. Set the lower 32 bits of the Timer0 Comparator Value register.
3. Set TIMER0_VAL_SET_CNF bit.
4. Set the upper 32 bits of the Timer0 Comparator Value register.

6.2.6 Enabling the Timers
The BIOS or operating system PnP code should route the interrupts. This includes the 
Legacy Rout bit, Interrupt Rout bit (for each timer), and interrupt type (to select the 
edge or level type for each timer).

The Device Driver code should do the following for an available timer:

1. Set the Overall Enable bit (Offset 10h, bit 0).
2. Set the timer type field (selects one-shot or periodic).
3. Set the interrupt enable.
4. Set the comparator value.

6.2.7 Interrupt Levels
Interrupts directed to the internal 8259s are active high. See Section 22.8, “Advanced 
Programmable Interrupt Controller (APIC) (D31:F0)” for information regarding the 
polarity programming of the I/O APIC for detecting internal interrupts.

If the interrupts are mapped to the 8259 or I/O APIC and set for level-triggered mode, 
they can be shared with legacy interrupts. They may be shared although it is unlikely 
for the operating system to attempt to do this. 

If more than one timer is configured to share the same IRQ (using the 
TIMERn_INT_ROUT_CNF fields), then the software must configure the timers to level-
triggered mode. Edge-triggered interrupts cannot be shared.

6.2.8 Handling Interrupts
Section 2.4.6 of the IA-PC HPET Specification describes handling interrupts.

6.2.9 Issues Related to 64-Bit Timers with 32-Bit Processors
Section 2.4.7 of the IA-PC HPET Specification describes issues related to 64-bit timers 
with 32-bit processors.
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